News Atlas — 13 October 2026

PANAMA -

THE AZUERO EARTHQUAKE, 9 OCTOBER 2026
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At 12:56 p.m. on 9 October a fault beneath Panama's Azuero
Peninsula slipped sideways along some 105 km, releasing a
magnitude 7.7 earthquake, the country's larﬁest since 1882.
About 3.4 million people felt moderate shaking or worse;
around Tonosi it was severe. A tsunami threat for the Pacific
coast was lifted 1 h 44 min later. By 10 October civil
protection had counted no deaths, 27 injured and 2,097
damaged buildings. 74 aftershocks of M4 or more followed in
four fays.

“Significant damage is likely and the disaster is potentially
widespread.”— USGS PAGER alert, 9 October
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The largest shocks local time

@ 771256 pm.90ct
Mainshock, 13 km deep. Left-lateral strike-slip on a fault 105 km
long.

@ Vo6 3:25pm.90c
2 h after the mainshock, 78 km west of the epicentre.

© Moo-11:14pm.90ct
10 h after the mainshock, 21 km east of the epicentre.

O ve1-6:20pm.120ct
3 days after the mainshock, 80 km west of the epicentre.
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PTWC message, 18:31 UTC. Threat ended 19:40 UTC. Darkest: 1-3 m
possible; then 0.3-1 m; palest: under 0.3 m.
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The Azuero Earthquake, October 2026
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Epicentre, M7.7, 13kmdeep ~ Magnitude
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Rupture
P O M5

Shaking (modelled) O M6

VI Severe
O Earlier M7+
VII Very strong
— — — = Plate boundary
VI Strong

V Moderate

Aftershocks, M4 and above

9 October (after the mainshock)
10 October
11 October
12 October
13 October

Sources: USGS ShakeMap v10, PAGER, finite-fault rupture and ComCat (M4+ through 2026-10-13); SINAPROC via Wikipedia (as of 2026-10-10); PTWC messages via The Watchers; plate boundaries PB2002 (Bird 2003); rivers HydroRIVERS v1.0; Natural Earth. Shaking is modelled intensity, shown on land. Figures provisional. Albers equal-area conic, standard parallels 6.3°N and 9.3°N. Haust atlas palette - 13 October 2026.
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